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SURYECT: North Vietnamese Infiltraticn Lo sszes

' 1. U.rth Vietnamese army troops infiltrating inte Scuth Vietnam
thrmgh Iaos during 1966 are estimated tu have sustained parmanent
losses nf 10 t. 20 percent of the total number of troops that departed
fpom Nerth Vietnam, At least 55,000 and possibly 85,CCC HUA trocps are
estimated to have successfully infiltrated into Scuth Vietnar during

- 1966, Thus, 3t is probable that 5,000 tc 15,000 men vere perranently
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irst during infiltration during 1966.

2, This renge resuliz from three recent OER attermte t. aquantify
infiitration losses. [he most recent and intensive study susgests, '
h.vever, that a best estimale would be closer 4 the 10 percent than the
20 percent. spproximately 20 percent of these l-sses are belleved to be
nsrocinted with 1llness —- usually malaria -~ and include scidiers whoe
die in the Iac junzles, are permanently left behind, or arrive in Swuth
Vietnam tor debilitated by sickness to be of any militery ugefulness.
C(l-se &~ half ~f all infiltrators are belived i« have been affected by
rmalaria or dietery deficlency-associated diseases during their trip scuth.

3, Less thaun 1C percent of nll permanent losses were eqused by alr
attaeks, althrush air harasement and $nterdiction has indirectly increased
the sickness and deserticn loss rates. .iir attacks have foreed unite
shange their mode of movement in VN fpom train and truck to travel on
£, dncreasing the time needed to infiltrate. In additi n, attacks in
lacs and alens the South Vietnam border hove forced more eneny troops &
mve st night, stretched rut movement times, and restricted the avallability
~f medicsl supplies and focd. Losses dus tr desertions are slightly m.re
than 1C percent of total lceses. Sigmificantly, hovever, most of these
1-~sees take place in North Vietnam, bef.re the morale »f infiltraters is
sappsd by illness, heavy loads, and primitive living conditiczs. Apparently
VA troope are unwilling 4o risk leaving their units in the wnfamiliar,
unprpulated jungle areas ~f Lacs and Scuth Vietnam despite the hardships
they encoimter,
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L. Although inadequate data is available to reach any conclusions
about 1667 loss rotes, scatiered reports from 1967 infiltrators indicate
that the ~verall rate ie gimilar cor slightly higher than the 1966 rate.
The 1656 loss rates were, in turn, markedly higher thon tentative
estimates »f 1955 rates.
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In the pest few months OFR has used three methodulogies for analyzing
infiitration loss data. The first attempt yielded the 20 percent estipate
and empleyed assumptions that would lead us to expeet it is the upper
1imit; similardy, it is believed that the 1C percent estimate constitutes
the lower limit. In the moat rocent attempt, & total of abrut 14,000
fantian route infiltrators in 42 units were selected for inclusion in the
1666 data base. Critericn fur sample inclusion vas mention of lose rates’
to tws or mope of three causes: desertion, air strikes, and iliness
incidence. 25X1

produce estimates of permanent losses it ls assumed that -ne~-hall I all
deserters eventuslly returned t» duty; that two-thirds of the wmen who
drop ~ut of their units curing infiltration are returned i duty - the
remainder are assuwed Lo have died or become permanently disabled; and
that five percent of all infiltrators that contact malaria eventunlly die
cr are permanently disabled by the disease.
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